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The National Prayer Breakfast instiftades ar 1953, nar president Dwight D. Eisenhower tackade ja till inbjudan
att delta tillsammans med andra politiker och religidsa ledare.

Sedan dess har alla presidenter kommit till vad organisatérerna sjdlva beskriver som ett tillfdlle att “be tillsammans
for vart land, USA:s president och andra nationella och internationella ledare i en anda av kérlek och férsoning,
precis som Jesus undervisade om for 2 000 ar sedan.”

For en dryg vecka sedan var det dags igen — och som Peter Wehner pa The Atlantic konstaterar, verkar det som att
Donald Trump aldrig fick meddelandet.

I stéllet for att lata tron vara nagot stérre dar man kan finna common ground bortom ideologiska skiljelinjer,
dgnade han sitt tal till att attackera sina fiender: kritikerna var “Iunatics”, republikanen Thomas Massie (som inte
alltid rostar med Trump) “en idiot”, Joe Biden hanades for sin dlder, Minneapolis judiske borgmaéstare Jacob Frey
kallades for “the horrible fake mayor”, och sa vidare.

Sammantaget gav arets bonefrukost en bra bild av vilken roll kristendomen har fér Trump-administrationen, sa vi
tar det fran borjan.

Billy Graham och John F. Kennedy pa National
Prayer Breakfast 1961

Samlingen inleddes med att Trump védlkomnades av sin huspastor Paula White-Cain, som med en Seven
Mountain-doftande referens hyllade honom for att han lyft kristendomen till “the highest level possible”. Hon holl
inte igen:

“no president in modern history, or perhaps all of history, has done more, structurally, substantively,
and sincerely, to elevate and protect religious liberty.”

Foljden, avslutade White-Cain, &r att “President Trump has brought religion back to this nation and beyond.”

Sedan tog Trump 6ver och inledde med att beméta uppmérksamheten kring sitt pastaende att han kanske inte
kommer till himlen. Det var ett skamt, forklarade han — men medierna saknar humor.
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“I really think I probably should make it [to heaven]. | mean, I’m not a perfect candidate, but I did a
hell of a lot of good for perfect people. That’s for sure, right, right, Mr. Speaker?”

Annars var ett tema i talet att kristendomen hér samman med hans egna politiska projekt — och att de kyrkliga
uppgdangskurvorna speglade ett stod for honom sjalv: “You know, religion is back now hotter than ever before”:

“In 2025, more copies of the Holy Bible were sold in the United States than at any time in the last
100 years. Now how about that? [...] In the last 12 months, young Americans attended church at
nearly twice the rate as they did four years ago. And many churches, you see the stats, [ mean
people are talking about it.

The radical left is not happy about it. Many Democrats are not happy about it. This, by the way, will
be the last year that Democrats show up to this event, I tell you. [skratt] But I’ve got to say, how the
hell do you vote for these people? But some churches are seeing a 30 percent, 50 percent or even 70
percent increase in the number of converts. And also, the number of people going to church every
week. “

Trump-administrationen betonar att USA &r ett kristet land och inom det som kallas Christian nationalism &r det
viktigt att detta ska markeras officiellt genom politiken. I linje med detta annonserade Trump att en séarskild
ceremoni skulle hallas i Washington for att dedicera (helga) nationen at Gud:

“To support this exciting renewal this morning, I’m pleased to announce that on May 17, 2026, that
we’re inviting Americans from all across the country to come together on our National Mall to pray,
to give thanks [...]. We’re going to rededicate America as one nation under God.”

Sedan foljde mer partipolitisering av tron, genom att Trump aterigen ifragasatte att kristna rostade pa
Demokraterna, och hanade Joe Biden for att han var gammal och svag — inte en retorik man férknippar med ett
bonemote kanske, men ingen ar langre forvanad:

“I don't know how a person of faith can vote for a Democrat. I really don't. And I know we have
some here today and I don't know why they're here because they certainly don't give us their vote.

[...]

Despite the fact that this horrible, world's worst -- this is the worst president we've ever had, Biden.
He had no idea he was president, so he doesn't take it personally. I don't want him to take it
personally. Fortunately, he has no idea what the hell I'm saying and he's watching right now. He's
happy with what he just said.”

Pa temat att skydda kristna lyfte han fram USA:s militdra insatser i Nigeria. | MAGA-doktrinen ingar det ju annars
att USA inte ska lagga sig konflikter i andra lander. Man ska inte, som pa 1990-talet, agera for att sprida
demokrati. Men det finns ett undantag fran isolationismen och det dr militara insatser for att skydda kristna.

“And we knocked the hell out of them the other day in Nigeria because they were killing Christians.
You know about that. They were killing Christians. I said, you can't do that. When Christians come
under attack, they know they're going to be attacked violently and viciously by President Trump. I
know it's not a nice thing to say, but that's the way it is.”

Det dr en intressant utveckling. Har ar det uppenbart att USA stracker sig bortom den véstra hemisfdaren, som man
annars betonar att man ska halla sig inom.

Efter Trump var det krigsministern Pete Hegseths tur. Han talade inte lika lange och holl sig till manus, vilket
innebar att det var ett distinkt budskap pa bésta korsfarar-tema, namligen att den som dor for USA vinner evigt liv:



“The willingness to make sacrifices on behalf of one’s country is born in one thing: a deep and
abiding belief in God’s love for us and His promise of eternal life. The passage says, ‘For whoever
would save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospels will save it.’

The warrior is willing to lay down his life for his unit, his country, and his Creator. That
warrior finds eternal life. His legacy will not be one of loss, but of glory for a cause greater than
himself.

And to preserve the soul of America, we must continue to wield not just the physical sword, but the
sword of truth — unafraid and unabashed.

In this fight, we must remember every single day, especially in this town, that all power, all honor,
and all glory belongs to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Hegseths ord pdminde inte sa lite om den ryske patriarken Kirill, som nyligen bad om syndernas forlatelse for alla
de som dog i kriget mot Ukraina. Det var kristen nationalism med korstags-tema.

Pa National Prayer Breakfast i ar anvandes kristendomen alltsa for att helga nationen, sarskilja det egna partiet
fran motstandarna och ge det militdra valdet en religios fernissa.
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