Noa och floden‘

utdrag fran 1 Mos. 6‘

S5Herren sdg att ondskan pa jorden var stor; manniskornas uppsat och tankar var alltid och alltigenom onda. 6Da ‘
angrade Herren bittert att han hade gjort méanniskor pa jorden.

11Men infér Guds 6gon blev jorden alltmer fordarvad och full av vdld. 12Gud sag att jorden var férdarvad, eftersom‘
allt vad ménniskorna gjorde pa jorden var férdarvligt. 13Han sade till Noa: »Jag har bestamt att jag skall gora slut ‘
pd alla ménniskor, ty de har fyllt jorden med vald. Jag skall forgora bade dem och jorden.

Hall er vakna‘

utdrag fran Matt. 24‘

37Ty som det var i Noas dagar, sa blir det vid Manniskosonens ankomst. 38Under tiden fére floden at man och ‘

drack, gifte sig och blev bortgift, dnda till den dag da Noa gick in i arken, 39och ingen visste ndagot forran floden ‘
kom och forde bort alla. Sa blir det ocksa vid Méanniskosonens ankomst.

Jesaja 13:11_(182000)

Jag skall straffa jorden for dess ondska, de gudlosa for deras synd. De frackas hogmod skall jag kvédsa, kuva
tyrannernas stolthet.

Romarbrevet 1:29 (B2000)

uppfyllda av allt slags orattfardighet, elakhet, sjalviskhet och ondska, fulla av avund, blodtorst, stridslystnad, svek
och illvilja.

Forsta Petrusbrevet 5:8 B2000

‘Var nyktra och vaksamma. Er fiende djavulen gar omkring som ett rytande lejon och soker efter nagon att sluka.



https://www.bible.com/bible/154/isa.13.11
https://www.bible.com/bible/154/rom.1.29

Den ONDE ( Djavulen ) fortsatter sitt verk bland manniskorna under artusendena sedan Noa’s
dagar. Under de senaste 100 dren, med en makalds framstegsutveckling for manskligheten, har inte
ondskan minskat. Tyvarr &r det tvart om nu dnnu mer fasansfullt. Nazisterna* i Tyskland,
kommunismens terror under Stalin och Mao och idag Put.n’s fascistiska* regim i Kre.l.

Diktatorn Put.. samarbetar med diktaturregimerna i N. Kor.., Kin. och Ir.n. Alla dessa diktaturer
behandlar sina medborgare, som uttrycker opposition, pa de mest fruktansvarda satt. Dessutom
krigar man eller hotar med krig mot sina grannldnder. I Ukr genomfor Put’s regim just nu ett
fruktansvart krig. Rys.arnas illegala fullskaliga invasionskrig i Ukr utférs med valdtdkter, tortyr,
kidnappningar, mord, folkmord, folkrdttsbrott, etnisk rensning och krigsbrott. Diktaturen i Ir.n
dodar just nu medborgare pa gatorna i huvudstaden och i stader utéver landet och kastar
tusentals i fangelse. Regimen dr ansvarig for stodet till ett antal terroristorganisationer som hotar
det judiska folket — Guds egendomsfolk - 6ver hela varlden. Terrororganisationen Ham.s i G.za
genomforde en djdvulsk och fruktansvard ondska. Nar det géller dagens Isr..liska stat finns det dven
bland kristna olika synpunkter, vilket kan studeras hdr.

* Fascismen och nazismen (nationalsocialismen) dr likartade antidemokratiska och
auktoritdra ideologier som dr praglade av stark nationalism och idén om den starkes rétt. Statens
behov dr viktigare &n folkets behov.

The Holocaust Photo That Shatters the Myth of
“Just Following Orders”

What really happened to Nazi soldiers who refused orders?


https://www.so-rummet.se/kategorier/samhallskunskap/politiska-ideologier/nationalism#
https://www.so-rummet.se/kategorier/ideologier
https://hav-fjell.se/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Isr.el21.pdf
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamas_attack_mot_Israel_i_oktober_2023



https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!bBbd!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F00ca2c2b-06f5-4a3e-b81f-269e70bb1d6b_1110x1480.jpeg

The last Jew in Vinnitsa, 1941 | Public Domain

The morning the Nazis came to Vinnitsa, Ukraine, the mothers knew before their sons did. They heard the whispers
of pits appearing outside small towns, of families marching into fields and not returning, of mothers clutching their
children until soldiers pried them apart like butchers choosing animals from a pen.

Some mothers tried to hide their children under floorboards or behind sacks of grain. Others pleaded. Most

understood it was useless. You can’t hide a child from a system that already decided they shouldn’t exist.

By the time the Nazis came to Vinnitsa in July of 1941, the remaining Jews were marched to the outskirts, toward a
trench already layered with bodies — neighbors, cousins, wives, daughters. Shoot. Fall. Shoot. Fall. The trench filled
the way a trench fills during a flood—quickly, silently, unstoppably.

In town after town, the orders arrived like any bureaucratic directive. Rebekah Schmerler-Katz remembered being
lined up in a cemetery on a mild May day, machine guns being set into position: “There was no sound, except for the
birds chirping and here and there a cry of a baby.” The world did not stop. It continued in the same key, unbothered
by human catastrophe.

That’s what makes the photograph so unbearable.

A Jewish man kneels at the edge of a pit already filled with bodies. His fists clenched. His eyes knowing his life is
about to end. Behind him, a ring of SS men look on, almost bored. Their expressions are steady. Their posture
relaxed. One leans forward with the mild curiosity of someone watching a demonstration. Another stands with his
hands in his pockets. The shooter plants his feet, squares his shoulders, and raises his pistol with the practiced ease of
a man carrying out an assigned task.

For nearly a century, historians could not identify the men in this photo, until now. In September 2025, with the help
of Al, the identity of the shooter was revealed to be Jakobus Onnen, a school teacher and member of the Nazi SS.


https://memoirs.azrielifoundation.org/titles/before-all-memory-is-lost-womens-voices-from-the-holocaust/

The shooter was identified as Jakobus Onnen, a school teacher and SS member, 1941

The identity of the man Onnen murdered, known as “The Last Jew in Vinnitsa,” remains a mystery.

However, what Al can’t solve is the underlying question of why. Why would ordinary men choose to extinguish lives
on a gruesome order? The photo holds no clues. Not a face shows reluctance. Or horror. Or pressure. Just the ease of
people doing what they have come to see as normal.

This is what Hannah Arendt meant by the “banality of evil.” Not that evil is dull, but that it becomes ordinary for the
people who carry it out.

Just Following Orders

When the Nuremberg trials unfolded, Nazis claimed they were “just following orders,” but the historical record
would not cooperate. Mainly because there weren’t any documented cases of German soldiers being severely
punished for refusing to kill civilians. Those who refused orders were reassigned. Some teased. A few quietly
respected. Not a single Nazi soldier was killed for disobedience.

Which means the horror in this photograph is not only in what is happening to the man on his knees.

It is in what is not happening to the men standing around him.
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They didn’t tremble. They were not coerced. They did not struggle with conscience. They were calm. Composed.
Sometimes proud. They bragged and took photos, like this one, as war trophies.

That’s not obedience; that’s enthusiastic participation.

The “obedience myth” survives because it’s a psychological air freshener. It makes the Holocaust smell like a tragic
accident of human wiring instead of what it was: millions of individual choices, made by people who found brutality
normal, rewarding, or at least more convenient than growing a spine. It’s a storied myth perpetrators tell themselves
to keep living with their own reflection.

“The experiment requires that you continue...”

For decades, the go-to framework for explaining horrors like Vinnitsa was psychologist Stanley Milgram’s obedience
experiments. You know the one: a Yale lab, a man in a lab coat, a shock machine. The subject is told by an authority
figure to press a lever that releases a shock to an invisible person on the other side of the wall. The lever presser
hears the stranger scream in pain through the wall. The screams grow louder with each pull of the lever. If the subject
refuses, they get the same instructions: “The experiment requires that you continue...”

And so the pain continues.

Milgram concluded that ordinary people will commit extraordinary harm if told to do so by an authority figure. For
decades, Milgram’s experiments became the tidy, and reassuringly clinical folk-psychology explanation for the
horrors of the Holocaust.

Until researchers unmasked the truth.

According to the archival autopsy in a recent paper, Milgram’s volunteers weren’t stand-ins for perpetrators at all.
They were confused, misled, often suspicious, and repeatedly reassured that everything was safe. Many were
“trembling wrecks,” caught between the calm experimenter and the staged cries. Many participants resisted,
questioned, stalled, or even walked out

More importantly, as is often the case with lab experiments, they don’t always translate neatly into real life. Milgram
revealed something about context, not cruelty: people can be manipulated into believing harm is both safe and
legitimate if someone in a white coat says so. In other words, Milgram’s experiments were a lesson about confusion,
not conviction.

The psychological terrain of Vinnitsa is different. The Nazi normalized brutality long before a single order was
spoken.

This is the psychological continuity that historians now track: first normalization, then participation, and lastly...
enthusiasm. The normalization creeps in unannounced. Othered groups are portrayed as vermin, or, as Elon Musk
called them, the “parasite class.” Laws strip away rights and basic due process. Then comes the everyday erosion of
empathy. Then participation—arrests, humiliations, roundups. And once people habituate to participation, violence
becomes a way to belong to a fraternity. A way to bond. A way to prove oneself useful to the group.


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0959354315604408

This is why the obedience myth is so seductive. Because if obedience explains the Holocaust, then we are off the
hook. We get to pretend evil is something done by people with no choices, not people who made the wrong ones.

Basically, Milgram’s experiments became the perfect alibi—not for the Nazis, but for us.

Because the truth—that these men acted out of willingness, conviction, camaraderie, ideology, opportunity—forces
a harder question: What would we do if the order came?

Which brings us to today.

We are once again living in a moment where unlawful orders are being openly rehearsed. A strongman issues threats
of mass deportation without due process, domestic military deployment to states, and attacks on foreign nations
without congressional approval. He suggests he alone is owed loyalty by the armed forces—not the Constitution.

And yet, every member of the U.S. military swears an oath not to a man but to a document. To a principle. To a
republic. To the idea that orders must be lawful, and that unlawful orders must be refused. This is not a hypothetical
detail in the Constitution. It is the hinge on which democracies live or die.

The Nazis had no such safeguard. Their oath was to Hitler personally. And even then, those who refused to kill
civilians were not executed. They were reassigned. Given alternative duties. Allowed to step aside.

If refusal was possible under that regime, then obedience to unlawful orders in a democracy is not just a failure—it
is a choice.

Which is why that photograph from Vinnitsa still matters.

It is a mirror held up to every soldier, every citizen, every institution that will be asked to decide between a person’s
life and the oil tycoon’s greed. Between obedience and responsibility. Between participating and refusing.

The men in that photograph did not refuse.

The question now is: Will we?
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